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"had to go", he could not suppress tears, as the "little
dears" tugged at his clothes and begged him to stay "just
five minutes more!"
Little wonder, then, that with such love for children
Barnardo had a keen admiration for all who worked
disinterestedly in "the Children's Cause33; and the fact that
he and his methods were sometimes misunderstood by such
workers in no sense diminished that admiration. Once,
for instance, William Quarrier, founder of the Scottish
Homes which bear his name, acting impulsively on erroneous
second-hand information, published a damaging criticism
of Barnardo's Homes. The Doctor's friends, cut to the quick,
advised him immediately to publish a reply. Instead he
waited till the storm passed. Then, knowing well the
excellent work which Quarrier was doing, he published
this good Scotsman's picture in his magazine, along with
a generous appreciation of his Homes.
Spurgeon once said: "I like Barnardo for his goodness
and his/wz." Another intimate friend declared that he was
"full as an egg of humour, playfulness and jokes". These
observations go deep. Once, on meeting some fellow-workers
at dinner, he assumed a funereal expression, and, in doleful
tones, said he had just lost one of his oldest friends. The
party expressed warmest sympathy. Then, coyly smiling,
Barnardo told them he had just returned from the dentist,
and bade all guess the identity of his "life-long friend".
On one of his visits to Canada, he left Headquarters to go
"shopping". On his return he walked up to "a relative"—
a member of his party—and in a careless manner exclaimed:
"I say, old man! I find I've left a little parcel behind me
at the corner shop. Run down and get it for me, won't you?"
His relative returning in a lather of perspiration, the party
was convulsed with laughter, The "little parcel" was a huge
water-melon which had to be carried a mile!
Such sportive sallies were characteristic of Barnardo to
the last. The year of his death offers a dozen illustrations of

